the TAKE HOME o05.14.17

Today’s Scripture Passage: 1Thess. 2:1-12

You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results.
2We had previously suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you
know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of
strong opposition. * For the appeal we make does not spring from error or
impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. * On the contrary, we speak as
those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to
please people but God, who tests our hearts. ° You know we never used
flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. ® We
were not looking for praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even
though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority. ’ Instead,
we were like young children® among you.

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children,  so we cared for you. Because
we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel
of God but our lives as well. ° Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our
toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to
anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. '° You are witnesses, and
so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who
believed. ** For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with
his own children, *? encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy
of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.

Questions:

1. What does a fruitful, healthy ministry or church look like?

2. What are some parallels between parenting and “leading” a church?

3. What are some of the odds against raising mature believers alluded to in
this passage?

4. Why are both maternal and paternal approaches to raising healthy children
of God necessary?

5. What will | do this week to help another believer grow?

Prayer:
1. Thanks for Godly moms and women who'’ve influenced our
spiritual lives.

2. Pray for our Pastoral Search Team.
3. Pray for healthy, spiritually lively families.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Thess.+2%3A1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29578a

